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Why does the MCC ministry continue? 
T H E M E N N O N I T E CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S MINIS-
try of Christian relief to the hungry and suffering 
in Russia was begun in 1920. Why does this min-
istry continue in 1964? 
In 1963 half the world went hungry. Hard to 
believe, but true nevertheless. The World Food 
Congress, convened in Washington, D. C , June 
4-18, 1963, reported that "the persistence of hunger 
and malnutrition is unacceptable morally and 
socially and is a threat to social and international 
peace, and that the elimination of hunger is a 
primary task of all men and women. We must 
strive to achieve freedom from hunger in every 
corner of the earth." Asia, with half the world's 
people, eats only one-fourth of the world's food. 
The United States, with one-fifteenth of the world's 
population, consumes one-fifth of the world's food. 
Millions of refugees remain homeless. At the 
close of World War I I , millions of European refu-
gees were stranded away from their homelands. 
The refugee need has now shifted to the Middle 
East, Asia, and Africa. During the last twenty 
years 80,000,000 people have fled or been driven 
from their homes. The twentieth century has 
come to be known as the "Century of the Home-
less." In the last five years a shocking number has 
been added to the total each year. 
The suffering hope, hunger, and cry for relief, 
love, ahd service. In many areas of our broken 
world, medical service and nursing care are even 
more scarce than food. There are M C C doctors 
serving where there is only one physician for 
200,000 people. Men suffer from hatred, strife, 
race prejudice, ignorance, selfishness, and natural 
disasters. In our affluent American society emo-
tional and mental illness takes a high toll. Our 
sick world calls for service that provides enlighten-
ment and that fosters understanding, goodwill, 
peace, and brotherly kindness. The army that 
battles suffering is still woefully small. 
The Bible clearly defines our duty. The Chris-
tian has an obligation to the hungry, the homeless, 
and the suffering. Duty calls for more than words. 
I t calls for action. T o deny love, service, and 
help to the needy is to be guilty of the neglect of 
Christian duty. 
Plenty without compassion corrupts life. Canada 
and the United States have accumulated large 
stocks of surplus food. We live in plenty. Many 
of the moral problems that plague our nations are 
the outgrowth of our affluent society. Sodom went 
to ruin because of her "pride, idleness, and fullness 
of bread." President Rodhakrishnan of India said 
recently in Washington, "The painful reality of 
the starving millions of the world must rouse the 
conscience of those who are placed in better con-
ditions. The needy have a claim on your abun-
dance." T o fail to respond to human need and 
suffering will corrode our consciences and corrupt 
our life. 
FOR T H E MEN, 




A Paxman pours milk for Algerian boys. 
MDS volunteers build homes for Hurricane Flora victims. 
Teacher in Africa gives piano lesson after school hours. 
Disaster Service in Haiti. Nineteen sixty-three was 
an eventful year for the Mennonite Disaster Serv-
ice units in the United States and Canada. They 
responded to numerous emergencies at home, but 
one of their biggest achievements was the sending 
of thirty-five men, in four teams, to Cotes de Fer 
and Petit Goave in southern Haiti to build homes 
for ninety families which were left homeless by 
Hurricane Flora and to help the Haitians restore 
some of their normal community services. 
Enthusiastic Response in Yugoslavia. If Haiti was 
MDS's biggest effort in 1963, earthquake-torn 
Skopje, Yugoslavia, was the place where they were 
received with the greatest appreciation. The three 
Mennonite volunteers who helped erect prefabri-
cated houses in one of Skopje's satellite commu-
nities during October and November were over-
whelmed by the genuine friendliness with which 
the Yugoslavs accepted them. 
Oaklawn Psychiatric Center Dedicated. The 
$950,000 Oaklawn Psychiatric Center, Elkhart, 
Indiana, was described at its dedication in Sep-
tember as "the blossom, the fruit, and the works 
of solid religion." The speaker was Dr. Kenneth 
Appel, a former president of the American Psy-
chiatric Association. Dr. Appel said the center, 
which is one of four psychiatric institutions oper-
ated by Mennonite Mental Health Services ( M M -
H S ) , is a new bulwark against many of the de-
structive forces in man and society. 
MMHS Studies Role. Mennonite Mental Health 
Services, a board appointed by MCC, during the 
year grappled with the problem of what its evolv-
ing role should be in the mental health program. 
M M H S formerly administered the hospitals, but 
the local hospital boards have taken over more 
and more of this responsibility. This has made it 
less necessary for M M H S to function in an admin-
istrative capacity. The hospitals and MCC both 
feel, however, that M M H S must continue to play 
a leading role in the program, if not administra-
tively, then in giving professional guidance to the 
hospitals, in providing a connecting link between 
the psychiatric centers and the Mennonite churches 
of the United States, and in guiding the thinking 
of the constituency on the subject of the Christian 
faith and mental health. An MMHS-appointed 
committee worked at this problem during 1963 and 
is expected to make its recommendations in 1964. 
Indian Churches Organize Service Committee. The 
Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, and United Mis-
sionary churches of India are experiencing a grow-
ing interest in the peace teaching, voluntary service, 
and other ways of speaking to pressing social prob-
lems. In response to this concern they organized 
the Mennonite Central Committee of India. The 
M C C of North America was asked to affiliate with 
this new organization to serve in an advisory 
and liaisonship capacity. The Indian MCC's first 
project was to send two short-term Indian volun-
teers to East Pakistan to give emergency assistance 
to cyclone victims in the Chittagong region. 
Cooperation with European Mennonites. The new 
relief and service agency of the German Menno-
nites, Diakoniewerk der Mennoniten ( D W M ) , 
grew significantly in 1963. I t began a clothing 
program, processed the first trainee applicants for 
Europe, provided personnel for Mennonite relief 
and service projects in Europe and North Africa, 
and gave assistance to Mennonites who returned 
to Europe from South America. The M C C is 
cooperating with D W M and other European Men-
nonite groups. 
Seminar on the Christian and War. A two-day 
seminar on the subject of "The Evangelical Chris-
tian and Modern War" was held at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, in August. Thirty-two evangelical schol-
ars from various denominations were present at 
this meeting which was initiated by the Peace 
Section. Christianity Today summed up the sem-
inar thus: "The Anabaptist and Reformed tradi-
tions remained as far apart as they were four 
centuries ago. On the other hand, both groups 
felt that they had obtained a new understanding 
of each other's position and a new appreciation of 
each other as Christian brethren." 
First Trainees to Europe. In 1963, after fourteen 
years of operation, the Trainee Program finally 
became an exchange program in the real sense 
of the word. Sixteen Canadian and U.S. young 
people were the first North Americans to go to 
Europe to live with Mennonite families for a year 
under this program. 
TAP: Opportunity of Century. The Teachers 
Abroad Program in Africa observed its first anni-
versary in 1963. Paul Mininger, president of 
Goshen College, visited most of the teachers during 
the summer and reported that they are "getting 
along well in their assignments and are making 
excellent contributions to the schools in which 
they are serving as well as to the Christian witness 
of the churches in their communities. They are 
enthusiastic about TAP and cannot understand 
why more young people are not coming to help 
meet the tremendous need." President Mininger 
came back with the feeling that Africa's call for 
teachers is one of the greatest opportunities facing 
the church in this century. 
Mennonites and the Race Crisis. Many North 
American Mennonites discovered in 1963 that the 
racial revolution in the United States is genuine. 
It became apparent during the year that the prob-
lem was one which would not be solved unless the 
country's citizens, especially the Christians, would 
face the issue clearly and respond to it in an atti-
tude of repentance, love, and courage. The Peace 
Section continued to support the work of a full-
time representative in the South during the year. 
It also placed a representative in Washington, 
D. C , for several weeks during the summer to 
assist delegations and individuals who were inter-
ested in speaking to their congressmen about civil 
rights and other concerns. 
Record Number in Service. The number of per-
sons serving in the M C C program stood at 623 at 
the close of 1963. This was the second year that 
the total surpassed 600. A breakdown of this 
figure into categories showed that there were 269 
serving in overseas projects, 191 in the M M H S 
hospitals, and 163 in other U.S. and Canadian 
institutions and offices. One hundred and eighty-
nine attended orientation schools at Akron, Pa., 
during the year. 
Steady Growth in Food and Clothing Contribu-
tions. Four hundred and fifteen tons of clothing, 
bedding, shoes, soap, school supplies, and bandages 
were received by the MCC's five clothing centers 
during 1963. It would have taken a 14-car freight 
train to move all this material. Christmas bundles, 
too, were contributed in record numbers—37,866 
of them. This was an increase of 2,000 over the 
previous year. More than 260,000 two-pound 
cans of meat, fruit, vegetables, and lard were proc-
essed for overseas distribution during the year. 
This was the largest amount of food contributed 
since 1954. The steady growth in the food and 
clothing given to the M C C is a tribute to the dili-
gent work of many local sewing groups and relief 
committees. 
SO MANY OF OUR FELLOWMEN ARE BROKEN OF MIND, SPIRIT, AND BODY. THEY 
ARE THE VICTIMS OF IGNORANCE, DISEASE, HATE, HUNGER, AND INTENSE FEEL-
INGS OF INADEQUACY... 
THEY CANNOT 
STAND A I O N E 
The people who receive help through the Men-
nonite Central Committee each year are not sta-
tistics. They are individuals with hopes and as-
pirations very similar to our own. 
This year, to emphasize the person-to-person 
relationships which characterize so many of the 
MCC's relief, service, and peace efforts, the annual 
report focuses on individuals and groups who were 
helped during 1963. The following illustrative 
incidents show how MCC workers attempted to 
take their place beside people who needed encour-
agement, guidance, food, and other assistance. 
The charts and graphs which are interspersed 
throughout the report tell how the Mennoniies 
and Brethren in Christ of Canada and the United 
States supported the MCC's various activities dur-
ing 1963 and the two preceding years. 
Angolan Refugees Ambushed 
I t was in the dead of night, September 10, 1963. 
A party of 180 Angolans was quietly making its 
way to the Congo border, and to freedom. A 
few members of the group were soldiers. One car-
ried a machine gun, but otherwise they were poorly 
armed. 
Suddenly, chaos! 
Portuguese soldiers, lying in ambush, threw hand 
grenades at the hapless Angolans. 
I t was the middle of the snake-like line of fleeing 
refugees which was attacked. The people in front 
scrambled out of danger and made it safely to the 
Congo border. The tailenders quickly returned the 
way they had come. No one knows what happened 
to the people in the middle. 
The eighty people who got through were a pa-
thetic lot. Most of the children in the group were 
suffering from malnutrition; some were in such 
poor health that they had to be hospitalized. 
Among the eighty were two brothers, Eduardo, 
9, and Manuel, 4. When the members of the party 
scattered during the ambush, the two boys found 
themselves alone. They walked for many hours 
through the long bush grass. Eduardo carried 
little Manuel much of the way. Finally, after much 
walking, stumbling, and searching, they reached 
safety. 
Fortunately, someone was there to help the two 
boys and the many other Angolan refugees who 
were streaming into the Congo. The Congo Prot-
estant Relief Agency, of which the Mennonite 
Central Committee is a member, stood ready to 
help. They shipped in food, clothing, and other 
materials to assist them in getting re-established 
in their new country. 
Harvest of Orphans 
One of the bitterest results of the Korean War 
has been the harvest of orphans and abandoned 
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1961 1962 1963 
An Algerian lad stands shiv-
ering in the cold with only 





babies which it has left behind. In the vicinity of 
Pusan, alone, there are ninety orphanages, each of 
which cares for an average of 110 children under 
15 years of age. The number of abandoned babies 
increased during 1963 as the cost of living climbed. 
An average of twelve children a day were brought 
into one Korean home for abandoned children 
during the early part of 1963. 
In 1962 the MCG saw the need for a program 
which would enable poor families to keep their 
children. This resulted in the establishment of the 
Family-Child Assistance Plan, which provides 
school tuition for a child and cash for the family 
to buy urgently needed food and clothing. 
The family-child program, however, did nothing 
for the children who already were in orphanages. 
T o partially meet this need, a trained M C C worker 
began child-care training courses for orphanage 
staff members. The first three-month course began 
in March, 1963. Twenty-eight trainees from vari-
ous orphanages in 
Taegu graduated from 
the government - ap-
proved course in June. 
A second course, this 
time exclusively for or-
phanage housemoth-
ers, was begun in Oc-
tober. 
Helen Tieszen, di-
rector of the training 
program, summed up 
the benefits of the first 
course in these words: 
"Many of the trainees 
who were already do-
ing good work in their 
orphanages gained a 
deeper i n s i g h t into 
their roles and what 
they might do for the 
children. A few of 
them changed aston-
ishingly in their atti-
tude towards the chil-
dren in their care." 
The foregoing is a 
new project. I t shows 
how M C C volunteers 
a r e seeking creative 
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Migrant Mother Learns to Sew 
Mrs. H. is a migrant woman. She has five chil-
dren, ranging in age from eight years to seven 
months. Last summer, while working in the state 
of New York, she was introduced to a summer 
service worker. The volunteer listened attentively 
as she told of her long-felt desire to learn how to 
sew. 
The worker recognized this as an opportunity to 
be of real service to this woman and her family. 
The lessons began the next day. The facilities in 
the camp for cutting and sewing were primitive, 
but by the end of the first lesson a new dress for 
the baby was well under way. Before the first dress 
was finished, Mrs. H. began on a second project, 
to test the things she had learned. 
Field work prevented her from accomplishing 
much more during the rest of the summer, but she 
was looking forward eagerly to the fall and winter 
when she would be able to make use of her new 
skill to sew some of the clothes for her growing 
family. 
Indian Churches Study Peace Issue 
When the armies of Communist China invaded 
India in 1962, the Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches of India abruptly came face to 
face with the problem of the Christian attitude 
toward participation in war. They had been in-
terested in this question prior to the invasion, but 
it became an urgent problem when the war began. 
One of the churches' first responses was to begin 
plans for the production of peace literature in the 
Hindi language. P. J. Malagar, executive secre-
tary of MCC (India) , was later made available to 
work on peace interests for all the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ groups in India. 
The Indian churches needed help. They re-
quested the Peace Section to assist them financially 
and to send a short-term resource person to their 
country to more actively "promote the biblical 
teaching of peace." 
The Peace Section responded by sending them a 
$1,000 contribution for literature and by making 
plans to send a peace missioner in 1964. 
The younger churches need our support and 
guidance. Members of the world-wide brother-
hood need to stand together during these times of 
rapid change, so that they can better understand 
each other and the situations in which they are 
living. 
Standard Oil Co., New Jersey 
Two Indonesian girls eager-
ly study their school lessons. 
The MCC sponsorship pro-
gram is helping children in 
Korea, Jordan, Hong Kong, 
















Monestine St. Pierre, an MCC-supported veterinarian in Haiti, treats a 
donkey which a farmer has brought to him. 
Veterinarian Services 
Monestine St. Pierre, formerly a watchman at 
the MCC-operated hospital at Grande Riviere du 
Nord, Haiti, is now the community's busy veter-
inarian. The MCC unit at Grande Riviere sent 
him to Hospital Albert Schweitzer in April, 1963, 
for a six-week veterinarian course. 
After the course, Monestine returned to his home 
community and held clinics three days a week. He 
and Arlin Hunsberger, M C C director, went to all 
the churches in the vicinity and requested the 
ministers to announce the new service to their 
members. 
Monestine was flooded with work. After six 
weeks of operation, he had to change to daily 
clinics. 
A minimum charge is made for his services, but 
the owner's ability to pay is taken into consider-
ation. 
This venture is attractive for two reasons: (1) 
it provided Grande Riviere with a much needed 
service, and (2) it enabled a man to become estab-
lished in a trade. 
Baby Nursed Back to Health 
Juanita Mendoza is a pretty little Bolivian baby. 
She lives in a small mud hut with her parents and 
a number of their relatives. Juanita was not as 
strong as most children. She could not stand up 
at a year. Her father and mother were too poor 
to give her the right kind of food. Often they had 
no food at all. 
At fifteen months Juanita got sick. Mrs. Men-
doza tried all the cures she knew, but none of them 
worked. The poor mother did not know what to 
do. The doctor and the hospital were far away. 
And even if they did take Juanita to the hospital, 
they had no money for medicine. The little girl's 
condition grew progressively worse. 
Then it occurred to the mother that the nurses 
at the nearby Mennonite colony might be able to 
help. She took Juanita there and the nurses prom-
ised that they would do what they could. At first 
the little girl had to get all her food and medicine 
by needle. She didn't like this, but she was too 
weak to cry. Slowly, day by day, Juanita im-
proved. Finally, she was well enough to be taken 
home. It will be a long time, however, before she 
is strong enough to walk. 
Perhaps Juanita will grow up to be like her 
mother, who cannot read or even write her own 
name. But maybe some things will have changed 
by the time she reaches womanhood. 
Christmas in the Desert 
Three villages lie huddled in a dry river bed on 
the windswept desert of eastern Algeria. The 
2,300 inhabitants live in caves dug into the banks 
of the river. During the civil war they lost all 
their sheep. Now they have no resources of any 
kind except what is given to them in distributions. 
Christmas bundles were distributed to the chil-
dren in these villages early in 1963. Alvin Friesen, 
director of the M C C program in Algeria, describes 
the event: "I will never forget the sight. About 
half an hour before we were to begin the distribu-
tion, 300 children came up out of the ground 
from all directions and walked toward our truck. 
They seated themselves on the ground, girls sep-
arate from the boys, and there waited patiently for 
their bundles. 
' ;I t was a real privilege to give these bundles to 
each child in these villages and then to see them 
take off their old rags 
and put on a neat new 
dress or a pair of pants 
and shirt." 
Many people regard 
Christmas bundles as 
one of the most signifi-
cant parts of the M C C 
program. One family 
in Pennsylvania pre-
pares as many as sixty 
bundles a year. 
Occasionally, bundles 
do present problems, 
especially when they 
are distributed to chil-
dren w h o ordinarily 
would n e v e r receive 
clothes of such high 
quality. Not infre-
quently the value of a 
bundle which a child 
receives is greater than 
the sum which the fa-
ther earns in several 
weeks of hard labor. 
Most often, Christ-
mas bundle distribu-
tions are the highlight 
of the M C C worker's 
term of service. One 






mas bundles is perhaps the greatest pleasure which 
comes to a relief worker. Nowhere else is the joy 
which a gift brings quite as apparent. The glow 
which one sees in the eyes of a child who receives 
a bundle is something which reaches into the 
heart." 
Boy Dreams of Being a Doctor 
Shadrack Kaudambi is one of 67 boys in Form I 
at Livingstone College, which is located on the 
western border of Tanganyika, at Kigoma. 
Shadrack's home is in a village 250 miles away. 
His father used to farm, but he is retired now. An 
older brother, a teacher, is supporting the family. 
His oldest sister completed Form VI two years ago. 
This is an accomplishment achieved by relatively 
few African girls. Another sister is in primary 
school. The children in this family are more for-
tunate than most Tan-
ganyikans. 
When Shadrack is 
asked what occupation 
he wants to enter, his 
face lights up as he 
answers: a doctor. His 
dream is to help his 
f e l l o w countrymen 
conquer one of Tan-
ganyika's most dread-
ed enemies, disease. 
There are many years 
of school ahead for 
him if he wants to 
achieve his goal, but 
if he retains his pres-
ent determination, his 
dream will come true. 
T w o Mennonite 
teachers are on the 
staff at Livingstone 
C o l l e g e . They see 
teaching as one of the 
most vital services they 
can render to Africa 
during its present pe-
riod of development. 
I t is estimated that Af-
rican secondary schools 
will need 7,000 expa-
triate teachers during 
the next ten years. 
Sunday School at Junior Village 
"What is God?" 
"Where is H e ? " 
"Can He see us?" 
These are some of the questions popped at the 
Voluntary Service workers who conduct a Sunday 
school program at Junior Village, Washington, 
D. C. 
Junior Village is a temporary home for over 700 
children, mostly Negro, between the ages of six 
months and eighteen years. A unit of nine VSers 
is serving in this institution. When they discovered 
recently that the four and five-year olds were not 
receiving any religious instruction Sunday morn-
ings, they decided to have a thirty-minute Sunday 
school in two of the cottages. 
The Sunday school begins with a fifteen-minute 
assembly. During this period the children sing and 
listen to Bible stories. Then each of the teachers 
takes ten children into a classroom for an addi-
tional fifteen minutes of singing, coloring, learning 
Bible verses, and listening to stories. 
The unit members are enthusiastic about the 
Sunday school. One of them summed it up this 
way: "We find the children eager to learn about 
Jesus. Some of them ask us each day if we'll have 
Sunday school' again. We are glad for the oppor-
tunity of teaching and witnessing to these young 
souls." 
Can we let Eduardo, Juanita, Shadrack, and 
Mrs. H. stand alone? No! All that is good with-
in us cries out that they must be helped. 
The foregoing are nine illustrations of where 
the Mennonite Central Committee tried to take 
its place beside the people, near and far, young 
and old, who needed the supporting arm of a 
friend or brother. The important ingredient in 
almost every case was the MCC volunteer whose 
presence and Christian concern gave the act of 
love a personal touch. This was service "in the 
name of Christ." There are many, unfortunately, 
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A Paxman demonstrates the 
use of fertilizers to farmers 
in India. 
SUMMARY OF 1963 FOREIGN ACTIVITY 
































































































































































































Loan Repayments & Interest 
TOTALS 269 
'Indicates credit 
lConservative market value 
-Christmas, layette, and leprosy bundles; school, medical, and self-
help supplies; soap 
^The cash item of $40,839.51 includes administrative costs for the 
entire Europe-North Africa program, nonreimbursable freight on 
material aid: and East-West services in behalf of Mennonites in 
Eastern Europe. 
4Administered by Voluntary Service. 
Clothing1 Food1 




























193,262.50 14,720.90 115,662.34 37,791.00 
86,403.00 39,732.35 26,025.30 49,992.10 
745.00 
— 19,776.64 16,080.52 
994.00 26,468.10 — 28,155.46 
67,557.50 43,056.00 112,016.11 39,224.46 
$708,973.00 $273,901.82 $275,580.39 $353,677.11 
"(Includes MCCTs cooperative share in the Agape-Verlag publishing 
program. 
'•Includes $109,619.20 in expenses incurred during past years which 
were written off in 1963. 
Note: Totals in this summary do not coincide with disbursement 
figures in the Financial Summary on the back page because this 
summary covers the total expenditures of the Foreign Relief and 
Services, and International Education programs and the overseas 
portions of the Peace Section and Voluntary Service programs. 
O A K L A W N PSYCHIATRIC C E N T E R , Elkhart, Indiana, a day-care hospital, opened 
its doors in February, 1963. During its first nine months of operation it accepted 
415 outpatients for treatment. 
The three other MMHS hospitals—Brook Lane Farm Hospital, Prairie View 
Hospital, and Kings View Hospital—admitted 810 inpatients during the year 
and had a total of nearly 10,000 outpatient treatments, interviews, and visits. 
They also provided 881 days of day-care services. Prairie View Hospital, Newton, 
Kansas, expanded its services to the community during the year by contracting 
with the county commissioners to provide mental health services for the citizens 
of Harvey County. 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
For the Year Ended November 30, 1963 
WE RECEIVED 
Gifts of Cash 
Gifts of clothing, bedding, food, supplies, etc., from 
churches and individuals 
From the governments of U.S. and Canada 
Receipts of the four mental hospitals and Ailsa Craig Boys Farm 







Foreign Relief and Services 
Voluntary Service 
Peace Section 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
Mental hospitals and Ailsa Craig Boys Farm operations 
Other expenditures (Note 2) 
Excess of receipts over expenditures 
Funds held for specific purposes 
Available fund deficits December 1, 1962 












Note I: Material aid repayments, trainee repayments, teacher abroad 
salaries. Voluntary Service personnel earnings, and headquarters 
housekeeping and housing income are included in this amount. 
Note 2: Certain categories of interest expense and depreciation as 
well as headquarters housekeeping and housing expenses are included 
in this amount. 
^ 
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PEACE, RELIEF. AND SERVICE C O M M I T T E E 
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T C H U R C H 
Since 1940 The Brethren in Christ Church, through its Peace, Relief and Service 
Committee, has been a partner in the work of the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. With funds, personnel, and gifts in kind the Brethren in Christ Church 
gives support to Relief, Pax, Voluntary Service, Aid, Peace testimony, Mental 
Health, and related services. Congregations and individuals supporting this 
program mail contributions to— 
Clair H. Hoffman, Treasurer 
Florin, Pennsylvania 
